8 E 


Preach upon the 


D E. A H 


OF 


SAMUEL WRIGHT 
of Daventry, Gent. 


Who deceaſed' Auguſt 22, 1711.1 


at che Devin, Tes. 


LON DON; 1 


rated by John Darby i in Fatale 2 e. 
. D XII. 


© 5 7 d : * 
— " p wt 5 * * 1 * vo : 1 U — * N * 
a , N * 1 * 8 oF by * 
" 4 5 4 L * f 5 1 >, 
0 | ; 44 . g N FF a . * o y * 
- 4 Ly ä | n A . . o 45 6 
33 „ I E : 2 8 RS 4 , 
4 . Len, n A 3. 7 * o 
- : * ö * — 7 * 9 
3 2 1 „ is * : S | BY The WB: 3K +0 Y 1 

3 . Av IHE . 4 ith <n 445077 Nn * mo 


1 an F . * 0 
832 + * * 
2 » 

} | | 

. * 

L „ f 

2 


* 
. 


* 
= * 
. P 
71 3 ö 
1 
. 8 ' 
2 * * 
1 . 
5 * 8 
Ka, 4 9 * 
MF. 4 2 4 
n * 4 - 
on * - 7 
2 ** A * 
£ r . 
n 4 * 
F; * * 1 5 
2 8 * A * - 
| WER 0 
| v 
797 | 
2 
> 
* 
* 
— * 
* 
k a 4 
* 
x , * « 
* 
5 Ps 
2 4 * 
; \ 
* thew 
- F g 
” , 4 
* I 
* 
— a BY 
” . 
— z : 
» 
. * 
N 
* 2 . 
„ 8 
* 
* 
5 1 * * 
4 * N FEED . * 5 . >, > N * > 7. e 2 : 
my . * 4 & 
"oy % N 1 
4 * 7 
= : 1 ju , 
o "x: 
3 ” * U * * * 
1 45 * . — N 7 o Shar y 
6 "x Lo EC Io Wy = oo - 


o 


A ON on OO e ee, ee 
: 5 ». Lg. 5 4 


n 
N " $7 4 *. * 
0 1 1 * * . 2 * 
1 ll «f 1 2 \ 4 ” 
#, of "a *% * on SS I? . =" 2 ” 
> Xs + 57 8 , . 1 
x4 . Sp . * N 4 5 — 
* Y WF: 7 _— as _ £4 
: 5 © - : * 4 " *» # , " 
* wa py 4 * nh 3 1 i 5 8 s 
ny. Y * 1 * 9 A. 


r f 2 

C k ** 3 * 1 - 3.4 „ 1. 3 > 711 * , . * 

- ; FEET Inn * 1 J a SO 3 : y g - 
„ Be A 2 t N „„ * r „ N. ROSES 


7 . vr. 4 [ 
; 9 
, ; . 4 . F * 
* . : 
" * - - 
1 . 


4 
by & 
. * 5 
1 = oe. . * 
* ow * 
. 
J 
4 p 
bo * * bl * 
be k 
£ "4 . P * — 4 N * 0 4 
* 1 * = p 1 . 
: 8 ry d. e * " 
” Sh * - N 5 ” * * 4 
Ss 
% : , - * ” 
85 — * 
e ” 5 . * — R 
) g 2 
* o : 
ae -v — 
„ N 


1 


* * 
88 & MAT o a ; ; A eee a a Yue ae; dex” » *** e PP * ” * . N * 2s | gt; v3 . 
r + eee A 5e Are F 1 k ob, ; 
* * 33 : 84 . 92 43 % Tas 2 1 r 4 Ft | 
4 . * KL . 9 24 * 8 


A 
. > , * . y x Z by 
_ ; 25 1 7 5 * * i 5 MM 8 ö 8 vp: A ” 74 
AS 6 4 "A , vb, 12 k : - * 1 | : 1 a4 * * 3 
N "Wy 8 * f : , #'{ 
© I. 2 
U 


8 1 n 1 VOY „ s "T5 N £5 
Ma bd hoe . WWW J Y W --»mm,fͥ -dͥf 0 N43; Cp os oat wg 2 5 5 


1" — 


Is : 1 . 0 8 
c , A y >" © , » „ * 2 P 
4 $ 3 5 #, C * 1 : [4 23 wie 4 Ni 
"IC. . * * * 3 N 
on 4 0 * . ” * 
. * * * . 
« * : . * P , 0 . * * p 
I 5 82 7 8 ** : I. 13 \ ; io * , N 1 
a 8 F BY . yo * 
| * 4 / , 5 A b * 4 K wy 
N 10 ; , 1 . n 5 y . o 8 7 . ; + # « 
M P . |: ; ; 2 . 7 ; = | ; 
NIV Articular a d Hot 10Ur d Fr cn d 5 


i 4 3 Mrigbt, Gent. 


Benjamm) _ 


HO Pm not inſenſible, Dear Sirs, 
what an imperfett Character is given 
in the Sermon that's now preſented to 
= Ton, of the Perfect and Upright Man, 
and how unfit, for that reaſon, *tis to go Abroad 
and be ſeen in Publick ;, yet becauſe of Your De- 
fire, and being not conſcious to my ſelf but that 
T have been ſincere, however deficient otherwiſe 
therein, I have, as Toa ſee, given Conſent, tho 
I muſt needs ſay (and beg thus Pardon for \it) 
not with a little Reluctancy), that in its firſt and 
plain Dreſs it ſhould appear in the World. And 
tho it bewt polite, nor ſo correct and exact as 
the Subject it pretends to deſcribe and repreſent | 
may require, and, in a moral — very vi- 
aently is; Jer ah all its Blemiſhes, the Power 
of Prejudice, and every thing elſe, I can't but 
mingle ſome Hopes, with the hearty Deſire T have, 
that it may be of ſome good Uſe to all that will 
but wouchſafe to read and conſider it. "And with 
 earneſtneſs, I truſt, I ſball always pray, that 
| Ged f b banden Merey will ſo bleſs it to Ton 
ine 


I 3 | 25 3 17 


N 7 


Dee, 


I᷑̃khbe Epiſtle Dedicatory. r: | 
particularly, and all the ſurviving Relatives of 
him that was Tour dear, and now deceasd Bro- 
ther, as that it may effeftually become both à Mo- 
tive and an Help to Tour treading in thoſe Steps 
of his that tended to Perfection, and wanted not 


Marks of Uprightneſs; that ſo being Partakers 
of the Grace of God, that was Jou know ſo emi- 


nent in him, Jou may be Fellow-Heirs of that 


Peace he's now enter d into. And in conſequence 


thereof, during the time of Tour Minority (viz. 
while upon Earth) as well to refreſh and incou- 


rage Jou in the way of Peace, as to clear up 
Tour Title to it, the Holy Ghoſt. the Comforter, 
may bring Jou many 4 fair and ripe Cluſter, as 
the * (Earneſt or Pledge) of that full 
and bleſſe 

Tou then be meet for and everlaſtingly happy 
in, can never be without; and which derives 
from the ſame Spirit, as well as ſubſerves an 


happy End, that Jou may live ſo agreeable 10 | 
that inconceivably great and glorious . 5 
in 


(even of an Inheritance of Peace, reſerv 
Heaven, that's incorruptible, undefiPd and fa- 
deth not away) as that no Defects in the Conduct 


of the remaining Part of Tour Life may ever be 
found; or if any, thro Surgggzal and human 
 trailty (which all in this Life are fubject to, and 
the Divine Grace alone can prevent) they may 
| however be abundantly ewer than are too viſible 


in the enſuing Diſcourſe of, OG NESS IH) 
nh a OE ABLEMEN, og. 
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HO Life is ſo valuable, that (ac- . 
cording to a knawn Proverb) Si 4 
for Skin, and all that + Man ha 
will he give far it; yet the Wiſee 
1 Man tells us, the Day of Death i better than Fele. 7 
Wy Pw; ow tho this Aſſer- 1 
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pe J Funeral Sermon on 
tion of his may look like a Rhetorical Form 


of Speech, and I' not deny but it may car- 
ry ſomething of Figure in it; yet that it 
contains a great deal of Truth and good Di- 
vinity, is what none can reaſonably doubt. 
For tho it be not applicable to all Men in 
general, but is to be taken, like many of 
his Proverbs, in a reſttain'd Senſe; yet un- 
doubtedly tis liable to no juſt Exception, - 
being underſtood of the perfect and upright 
Man in particular. For what is human Life 


but a Scene of Trouble and Sorrow, where 


is a Succeſſion of Evils and Miſeries, like 
the reſtleſs Waves of rhe Sea, rolling on the 


neck of one another? And thus indeed tis, 


as well in relation to the Righteous, as to 
the Wicked, and oftentimes more. How- 


beit, (as a farther Proof of what Solomon 


affirms) the Caſe will be -otherwiſe with 
the former at the laſt : as is very plain, if, 


as the Text requires, we'll but mark the pet. 


of that Man is Peace. 25; 
The Royal Prophet, that we might not 


take offence and be ſtumbled at the proſpe- 


rous Circumſtances of the Wicked, and the 
Calamitys and Troubles of the Righteous 
in this World, doth by way of Antitheſis 


ſet forth in this, as Aſaph Teems to do in the 


73d Pſalm, the Difference that is between the 


End or Conclufion of the one, and of the 


other, And this is what, I conceive, is very 
= obvious 
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. but ark the perfect Mas, and behold” the” up- 
thews, that the Difference 1 b er 


By as great, nay, much greater, Ind 6 | 
of their Death. Tho therefore, 1 


* 5 913 { 
= 
XX. 
v 74 
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find this Antitheſis, or comparing of Oppo- 
ſites, obſcurely carry'd on, if we view bat 
the Text in the Reference it hath to the 


two Verſes juſt before it : :] have ſeen, fays 
this wiſe. 400 (Pkg Obſerver, ſel 2 tcked - 
in great power, and fpreading himſelf like 4 
green 20 Tes. Tet he paſſed away, aud lo be 
was not; yea, T fought , but he cod 1 


be found. But the Reverſe of all this, as if 
he had ſaid, will preſently appear, if you'll 


right; for the End of rhat Man is Peace.” And 
by this Method the deyaut Pfalmiſt plain 5 


Perſons is not on the one hand To gt 
reſpef of their Life, but that on 


Mr. SAM UE 4K. WrIGHT. 7 Ws. 
obvious to every one that will but confider \ 
the Text, in the Reference it may have to 
what immediately follows it : Bat the Tranſ- 
greſſors ſhall be deſtroy d together, the End of 


the Wicked ſball be cut of Nor ſhall we 


ſenſe, one Event ha peneth 0 em all; i. e. 2 


Neceſſity of Death ; yet in Davids ſenſe, 


the Event of things t them is vaſt 
ly different : the one being never more 


1 895 in Life, than the, other is happy. at | 


«> 
And were this but well arriba mu 


a od '< be ſufficient, I don't queſti | 
A: 8 : 


to the common currences of Life and 85 


wy CARE 8 er mon on 


nomena, or perplex d Appearances of Pro- 
vidence, relating to what is ſaid before, and 


* and the foremention'd, have been puzzled 
at. Nor are we, indeed, to judg of Pro- 
vidence, either as to the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
or Beauty of it, by preſent and particular 


—— ——— — 


texture of its Parts, and final Events. And 
accordingly we ſhall find, that in the iſſue 
Iſa. 3. 10, it will be i! with the N ted but well with the 


þ I fay, Mark the perfect Man, and behold 


| #5 Peace. Other Verſions, in the handling of 
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Tranſlation of em. And in them we evi- 


time little enough to treat of our own 
| dently_ have a Note of Attention [-ark, or 
held, [the 1255 and uprig ht Man] and laſt- 
whereunto, I ſhall endeavour, in ſo ſhort a 


ſpace of time as is before me, to ſhew I 
the. following 21 hings. 1 
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Jer. 12. 1. which many, . beſides the Prophet Jeremiah | 


Paſſages; but by i its general Scope, the Con- 


11. Righteous. And therefore "bear with me, if 


the upright ; for (whatever Trouble may 
meet him in the Way), the End of that Man 


theſe words, I ſhall not inſiſt upon; having 


| Ab behold]. the Object to be conſider'd and be- 


ly, the Reaſon. or Ground thereof [for the 
End of that Man is Peace.) In ſpeaking 


2 Sk © 


Hin, Who or what the rf and 4 apr 


e Renz 9 
Strand How and in. what reſpect we 
ht to mark and behold him. 
And (that you may know why, or for 1 
5 —_ reaſon” we ſhould ſodo)  '. _ _ 
_ Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew, that the e that e 
Man is Peace. * 
Firſt, Pm to ſhew, who or What the 
per ec and upright Man is. In order wo 
which, it is to be obſery'd, that the inſpir'd 
Author doth not, in theſe words, OT of 
diſtin& Perſons, but dnly makes uſe of a 
Ss double Epithet concerning one and the ſame 
| Man. And the Epithets he uſes therein, Þ 
'  k ſhall conſider together and a-part. 
| pers e And accordingly they do, 
or may relate to the Dutys both of the fictt 
| and of the ſecond Table; denoting a Purity 
of Heart and Life, or an e towards . 
God and Man: or elſe looking on em as 
Terms ſynonymous, the latter may ſerve to 
explain the former. And ſo thie perfect Man is 
he that is apright; Sincerity, or Uprightneſs. 
being deem'd and ſtibd his Perfection. And 
thus thè laſt of theſe Epithets i is the Reaſon 
and Foundation of the firſt. And after this 
0 manner we ſhall. find theſe words are elſe- 
Where uſed; as particularly Where tis ſaid 
. he mas perfect and upright, i. e. a Job 1-1. 
Man of great Sincerity. And therefore, as 
zs taken notice of by many, the ſame Word 
8 * Perfection, doth alſo denote 


: 


23 : N . Upright- 


— — 
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Funeral Sermon on 


Uprightneſ, or Sincerity. Thus Noah is. 


aid to be not only a juſt Man, but perfed ; 


Gen. 6. 9. Or, as in the Margin, «pright.. Accordingly 


| 
Ch. 17. i fays God to Abraham, Walk before me, and be 
| thou perfect; i. e. according to the marginal 
{| 5 5 upright or fncere.  ' 

,Now, tho in a leſs common Senſe it might 
be faid of every Chriſtian that he is a per- 
fett Man, where Uprightneſs 18 predominant, 
tho it be in the midſt of a great deal of ſin- 


ful Weakneſs, and even where there is. 


Hypocriſy it ſelf ; yet, 1 conceive, in oe 
Tir, welt as in the other places Py 


of a higher Character; namely, of him that 
is eminent, and deſervedly renown'd, for 
his Sincerity : as Moſes, you know, was for 
Meekneſs, Abraham for Faith, c. And he 
that's thus fi incere, being, truly devout, and 
| of unqueſtionable Pr ORs, is ſaid to be 
Lake 2.5. righteous before God, walking in all the Com- 
. mandmeuts of the Lord plamele: and is there- 


| fore faid in another Scripture-Phraſe, to 
j Ta. 38. 3. walk before him in truth, and with 4 ferfet? 3 


Heart. And now, 


24h, I come to hed theſe Epithets 8 8 


parately and a-part. And firſt PIl view the 
good Man in the Text, under the notion of 
being perfect. For underſtanding of which, 
we muſt know that an abſolate and unlimited 
Per fetHion, which admits of no Increaſe or 
Diminutien, belongs to * And hat 
| chat 


now mention'd, *tis to be underſtood of 9 
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for that which I'm to treat of concerning 
Man, tis not to be underſtood of that which 
is Phyſical, or belonging to our natural Be- 


- ous, conſiſting in the Rectitude of the Facul- 


in Grace, and made perfect in Glory, doth = 
exalt and ennoble our Beings as we are ratio- 


ſpects ſo; or ſo much as in a ſinleſs degree, 


Earth, that doth good and (inneth not. And . 
in another place) who can ſay, my Heart is pure, Prov. 20 


Vain as to ſay, we have no Sin, we deceive our 1 John 3. 


to have no alloy in him? 


Mr. SAU ET WRIGHT, 1 Þ 


ing; but of that which is Moral and Religi- 


tys of our Souls, and the Regularity of out 
Lives and Converſations. Or more briefly, _ * * 
*tis the -Embelliſhment of human Nature 
with divine Virtue: which, as 'tis begun : 


nal Creatures, and is in truth the Perfec- 
tion of em. And yet, even this, ſo far as 
it concerns our preſent State of Grace and 
Knowledg, incluſive of our Life and Man- 
ners, is not to be taken in a ſtrict and rigid 
Senſe; as if the perfect Man were in all re- 


as Was Adam in Innocency. Alas! who a- 
mong Mortals hath arriv*d to rhis Pitch and 
State? Or, where ſhall ſuch 2 perfect Man 


— = 


be found? For there is not a juſt Man upon Ecel. 3. | ] 


therefore (as ſome render Salomons words, 


Pm tlean from Sin? And if we ſhou'd be ſoꝰ . 


ſelves, und the Truth is not in us. For in the. 
words of St. James, in many things we offend Jams 3. 2 


| all. And where then ſhall we find the Man, 


that is refinꝰd to ſuch a ins ge 155 — | 
And, wo 00ket 


int 


4 _ 
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_ tice how ſpiritual and diffuſive its Precepts are, 


Without any Inconſiſtency therewith ; that, 


mou d prove him perverſe. Tis true, in his 
_ diſpute with his Friends, he was {till for 
maintaining his Integrity; but when he had 


| how he ſubmits and humbles himſelf before 
auto thee, O thou preſerver of Men? And the 
i Apoſtle Paul, who was ſo exemplary in his 
Life, that he was fit to be a Pattern unto 
others, as he had made Chriit a Pattern to 
himſelf; yet what Complaints, as you may 
read in the ſeventh Chapter of his Epiſtle to 


and Irruptions of indwelling Sin? And left 
any ſhou'd think that what is there ſaid, is 
nothing to our purpoſe, for that, as they con- 
Ceͤit, he ſpeaks of himſelf as *twas with him 


nn his unregenerate State; be pleaſed farther 
ments afterwards, which were eminently 


not only in the Perſon of others, but in 


is. n part. Conſequently both he and the 
1 1 A Chriſtians 


muſt ſee many defects aud blemiſhes. in him- 
| Job 9.20. if he ſhould ſay he were perfect, his own Mouth 


to do more directly with his Maker, ſee 


the Romans, doth he make, becauſe of the 
inceſſant and ſtrong Efforts, violent Aſſaults, 


Cor. 13. relation to himſelf, he ſays, We know (but) | 


into the perfect Law of Liberty, and takes no- 


Job, as perfect as he is aid to be, tells us, 


Job 7.20. him: I have ſinned, ſays he, what ſhall I do 


a | 


to conſider, That whatever were his Attain- 


great, in divine Wiſdom and Virtue ; yet, 


ee 2 25 2 2 


come; at which time, that which is in part, 
{ball be done away. . And when he had, elſe- 


Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. + wg9 
Chriſtians in his day, were ſanctified but in 
part. For, our likeneſs to God, in his imi- 
table and moral Excellencys, depends upon, 
and is proportion'd to the Meaſure of that 
true, and affective Knowledg we have of 
him. And the Apoſtle, in the fame place, | 
ſpeaks of that which is perfect, as being yet to 1 Cor. 3. 


where, expreſs'd his Aſpirations after no- 
thing leſs than (the ſinleſs State of) the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead; he, preſently adds, 
(that we might not miſtake his Words, and 
think of him beyond what is meet) Not a Phil. 3. 
tho I had already attained (unto that State) 1 12. 
or were already perfect, &c, And indeed of 2 
all the Lives, largely mention'd in the holijx 
Scriptures, or that I have read elſewhere, : 
there's none fave the Life of Chriſt, that was 
without Sin. Nor will it follow. by any juſt 
Conſequence, that becauſe ſuch a Life is 
call'd for in the Law of God, tis the actual 
Privilege or Attainment of nach Wan upon 
Earth. 1 
The perfection joan which we are now 1 
to conſider, is to be taken in a more molliſied, 


less rigorous, or an Evangelical Senſe. Not 


but that Holineſs is requir'd of us (regard 
being had, to our Capacities), in unlimited 
— $i ght, in ſubordinat ion to the 
divine 1 to be perfected by us in tbe 2 c 


on” Fear of God. — to he Hulx, in all 'the * 
e | rie _ 
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* tion that agrees with our N ature and 

preſent State, as he is Hoh; : and tobe perfect, 

even as our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect. So that, in ſhort, we are obliged to 
get free of every ſinful DefeR, and to reach 
all the Perfection that our Natures here are 
capable of. And to deny this, were in effect 
to affirm what is extremely abſurd, vis. 
that our moral Infirmities, or what for di- 

ſtinction fake, we call Sins of Infirmity and 
Weakneſs, which cou'd not be Sins if they 
were nota Tranſgreſſion of the divine Law, 
and which weare to repent of, and waſh in 
_ Chriſt's Blood, that we may be cleanſed 
from, are nevertheleſs no Sins. 

But that which is, notwithſtanding the 
Oonceſſion now made, our Comfort, and 
bedſpeaks our Thankfulneſs to God, is, that 

ſuch a Perfection is not now requir d of us, 
as in the Covenant of Works, under pain of 
eternal Death; or as the Condition of our 
Salvation. 
For if it were our - Caſe, trod be ver 
„ deplorable and ſad; nay, as ſome have ſaid _ | 
Wiruke 18. ON another Occaſion, who then can be ſaved ? 
s. And if it be not, then the want of it 
f in an otherwiſe qualified Subject, I mean 
where there is Uprightneſs, and the divine 
Image in its true, cho but firſt Draught, 
1 can't be à Bar againſt Man's Salvation. Or, 
W dich differs little or nothing therefrom, 
1 . . be a nc Inference; ts - 
13 1047 * not 


Matth. 5. 
alt. 


| 
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Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. — bj 
not every Imperfection in Grace, that-will 
render Men uncapable of Glory. Nor will 
it follow, Whatever ſome pretend, that if 
we are {till imperfect here, we ſhall ever- 
laſtingly be ſo hereafter. For (irreſpective 
to any ſuch State of Purgation, which Ro- 
man- Catholicis and ſome others vainly talk 
of) what hinders, but that when the Viſion 
J of God's Face ſhall be perfect and full, our 
/ Grace and Likeneſs to him ſhall be ſo too? 
Eſpecially, conſidering the'Natare of this Vi- 
fion, as it wants not for Efficacy to transform 
the Beholders into the Image of its Object, 
whom their Soul loves; and is never, fave in 
unſanctified Minds, without an agreeable 
Impreſſion, and Aſſimilation; or a Confor- 
mity to God, in what we call his moral Per- 
fections. And as tis in a way of Intuition, 
that the Soul at firſt is 1mpreſy'd with God's Cr. 3 
Image, and made partaker of his Holineſs; 18. 
ſo, in the ſame, but more clear and imme- 
diate way, it's reaſonable to ſuppoſe, what 
is thus begun, and gradually carried on, up- 
on Earth, ſhall inſtantly become pere in 
Heaven. And accordingly, when we ſhall . 
fee Face to Face; and know as we are known, Cor. 23 
that which is now perfect only, in Nature 
and Kind, ſhall then be ſo alſo, in point of 
Degree. For, when, according to what St. 
Fob» ſays, me ſhall ſer him (viz, the Lord) 1 John 2 
As the. is, we ſhall he. per factiy) lite him; as we 
Were not before. ff, F 
| n 


IT s 1 * as 
"$4 $3: : TH 


/ 


4 4 Funeral Sermon on 


either as they are conſidèr'd in themſelves, 
or in compariſon with others. For tho I 
don't in the leaſt deny, but that in a very 


perfect thro the Oblation of Chriſt, and the 


cleanſing Virtue of his Blood, yet I take not 


my ſelf to be oblig*d, from the preſent Sub- 
ject, to treat of the being compleat or per- 


fe& in him: Or to ſhew how the Apoſtle is 


to be underſtood, as to what he ſays thereof, 


in oppoſition to the odd and unſound No- 
tions which ſome have entertain'd about it. 
"Firſt then, the Saints in this Life may, in 
relation to themſelves, be ſaid to be perfect; 


and that either in reſpect of what they de- 


ſire and endeavour after, or what they are, ; 
5 and have, and do attain to. e DST 


1ſt. They are or may be 
from what they deſire and ſeek after; for as 


is a Man's Heart in the habitual and prevail- 


ing Deſires of it after Holineſs, ſo is he in 


the Sight, or favourable Account of Gd. 

Accordingly how can David be otherwiſe | 
reckor'd than an holy Man, confidering how 

conſtant, earneſt and ſtrong his Breathings - 


were after Holineſs? And who but muſt 
. ö | allow 


calbd perfect, 


And now 'to return from this ſhort, but 
perhaps not unneceſſary Digreſſion, I come 
to conſider the Perfection of a Chriſtian, in 
that mild and quality'd Senſe before-men- 
tion'd; and thereon PIl only take notice, 
that the Righteous are ſaid to be perfect, 


wholeſom Senſe we may be ſaid to be made 


„ . „ 


— 
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; "2 Sx err ls 17 
allow a Place to thoſe, among them that fear © 
God, who, in the words of Nehemiab, do de. Ch. alt. 


fire to fear his Name. Nor do I ſee but we 
may well account St. Paul to have been a 


5 perfect Man (according to what in his Epiſtle 


to the Philippians he ſpake of himſelf, as Wel Ch. 3. 13. 
as others) ſince with his Mind, or what | 
concern'd his Deſire, and anſwerable Endea- 


vours, he did ſerve the Law of God, and reach Rom. 7. 


Forth unto thoſe things which were before, even phil.2.12. 
the higheſt Degrees of human Perfection. 

Nor can it, I believe, be diſprov'd, that the 
Deſire of Grace, as is commonly affirm'd, is 
Grace; provided we underſtand it of a De- | 
fire that's prevailing - and deeply rooted. 
Howbeit, I don't ſay that in the fame man- 


ner the Deſire of being perfect is Perfection; 


for in the former Inſtance, and others of the 

like nature, a Perſon is ſuppos d to have 

what he defires; whereas tis not ſo in this. 

And tis fi ficient, I conceive, to my pre- 

ſent Purpoſe, if he that ſincerely deſires and 

ſeeks after Perfection, may (on the ac. 

count of this Purſuit) but be denominated 

perfect, tho ſtill he's very ſhort of being ſo. 

And that from ſuch a Deſire or 3 

tho it don't preſently take effect, a Man 

may receive that Denomination, is, me- 

thinks, very plain, and may be illuſtrated 

rs, FW werds of the Apo 0 r- he 4 

ays, Whoſoever of yog are juſtify d by t Lam, Gal. f. 4. 3 

Je fallen fe fu t Grace 2. 7 2 yd ""P the 8 
Law! 
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Gal 2.16. Law! Tis; impoſſible : For by * Works of . 
1 the = all no Fleſh be juftifyd. And yet 


you fee he ſpeaks of ſome as if they were 
jultify d ny and why was it, but be- 
cauſe they deſir'd and ſought for it that way. 


In like manner, as tis the Duty of every 


Chriftian, tho he were, in a good degree, 


| Phil; '5 already perfect, to advance and go on to a 
eb. 6.1. 1 nay the higheſt Pitch of Perfection; 


and that not only in Knowledg, but Grace 
Holineſs: So he that thus doth, and 
prefſcrh towards this Mark, having it till 
in view, and before him as bis End and the 
Object of his Deſire, may very well, ac- 


| cording to the Opinion of ſome of the An- 


tient as well as of Modern Divines, be 
call'd and deem'd a perfect Man; and ſhall, 
aſſuredly, for the Riphreotineſ and Merit 


ſake of Chriſt, be accepted and e of 


God as if he were ſueh: But, 

2H. And more eſpecially, perhaps, a Man 
is deem'd and denominated perfect from 
What he is, and hath, or Sins unto. And 


thus he is a perfect Man that hath, tho it 
be in the loweſt degree, every thing that is 


eſſential to a Child of God, a —_— or true i 


Chriſtiaxn. ; 

- Now that which 15 neceſſary unto, and 
Abeh enter into the Conſtitution of one of 
this Character, what is it but the new Birth, 
by which we are chang'd into God's Image, b 


2 rer 4. 1180 ur Fe by N of Analogy, © of | 
| 5 the 


/ 


the Diviue Nature, having our Souls reple- 
niſh*d thereby with all the Graces of the 
Holy Spirit? Which as they are the fame 
in their Center and Root, ſo, tho exercis'd 
on different Objects, are undivided in their 


Subject; there being a Concatenation of 


the Divine Virtues, or the Seeds of all 
Grace in every new-born Soul: Or, in o- 


ther words; he's a perfect Man that hath 
all the Eſſentials of true Religion and God- 
lineſs, being truly, tho not fully, conform'd 


to the Divine Nature and Will, in Wiſdom 


the Eſſence, Diſpoſition, ſeveral Parts and Li- 
neaments of the nem Creatare : which, in the 
genera}, diſcovers it {elf in the Rectitude of 


the Soul, and a reform'd and more regular 


Courſe of Life; and partioularly in the 
Eſtimation of our Minds, the Inclination 


and Biaſs of our Wills, the Purity of our 


Thoughts and Conſcience, and the Heaven 
lineſs of our Affections and Deſires, in con- 
junction with an univerſal, tho imperfect, 


Obedience. 


And it ſtands, methinks, to Reaſon, tho 


there had been no Footſteps of it in Divine 


Revelation, that ſuch an one may fitly be 
call'd a perfect Man. For as he's a perfect 
Man in Nature, that hath the eſſential and 
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ut 


and Holineſs; or that is renew'd in the Spirit Eph. 4.23 
of his Mind, and ſanttifyd wholly, even in" Thell 
Spirit, Soul and Body; and accordingly hath * 


. 2% 


integral Parts of a Man; fo, by a parity of 
NES ne e .. Realdng -| 
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Reaſon, is he in Grace, that is of a Godlike 
Temper, and in Heart and Life a new 
Creature. And in this Senſe how can we 
but acknowledg every true Chriſtian to be 
perfect? he being not maim'd, but entire, 
and wanting nothing eſſential to a Godly 
Man. Howbeit, according to the more ob- 
vious and common Senſe of the Phraſe, a 
perfect Man is one that is eminent in Reli- 
gion and Godlineſs, or in all Divine and 
Chriſtian Virtues, In other matters, who 
is ſo ignorant as not to know that Men are 
not denominated from any ſingle or occaſi- 
onal Action and Behaviour of theirs, but 
from their prevailing and ſettled Habits, and 
the more general Courſe of their Lives? 
And ?tis, as I apprehend, juſt the ſame- 
in the preſent Caſe: For when the Acts of 
every Chriſtian Virtue, thro a vigorous 
and frequent Repetition, and a Divine Ener- 
gy accompanying of them, ſhall improve 
And turn themſelves into an Habit, or, ren- 
der their preſuppos'd Habit more firm and 
ſtrong, and ſo become a ſecond Nature; 
Men, under ſuch Circumſtances, may pro- 
portionably be ſaid to be more or leſs per- 
fect in thoſe reſpective Virtues, as the Ha- 
bits of them are weaker or ſtronger in their 
Souls. Accordingly he that's profound in 
Humility, Repentance, and the Fear of 


5 God, having a ſtrong Faith and lively Hope, 


the Ardours of Divine Love, and a good © 
5 er * _ Stock 


WM. SAMUEL WArGHT. - 7 
Stock of Patience and Self-denial, who but 
will call him a perfect Man? Whether the 
| Habits of theſe and other Virtues, that are 
ordinarily obtain'd in the uſe of Means, and 
not without the Concurrence and Operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt, are infus'd, or acquir'd, 
or of a mix'd nature, is not my buſineſs _ 
nov to diſpute. And however we may call 
them, and differ in our Opinion, and even 
one with another about them, I don't ſee 
but they advance and increaſe after one and 
the ſame manner; namely, in the uſe of 
Means, and. thro a frequent and vigorous 
Exerciſe, together with the powerful In- 
fluence of God's Spirit and Grace. And 
when the Habit of theſe and all other Vir- 
tues, or what is call'd moral Goodneſs, ſhall 
be well eſtabliſh'd in the Heart and groẽwn 
to a good Maturity, by means of which a 
Man becomes prompt, and thorowly ' furniſh d'2 Tim. 3. 
unto all good Works ; then, and not till then, ult. 
in a way of Eminency, is there a perfect 
Man. And therefore ſome of the inſpir'd 
Writers, in their Epiſtles, have diſtinguiſh'd I 
between Babes, and them that are of full Heb. 3. 


Age; little Children and Fathers, i. e. new 1 John 4 
or young Converts, and Adult, or grown 12, 13. 
Chriſtians; there being ſome among them 
that were but newly proſelyted to the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, while others were built up, 
rooted and grounded therein. And theſe 
confirm'd Chriſtians, of the higheſt Form in 
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Chritt⸗ 's ;Schivot, were faid to be ne to 
_ diſtinguiſh them From their Let and 

N ſuch as ere but Novices. | 

7 Cor. 2. Accordingly, fays the Apoſtle, we 701 


Miſdom among them that are perfect, i.e. that 
are arriv*d to ſome good Maturity in Grace 
and Godlineſs, and well inſtructed in won 
Truth, as "tis in Jeſus. | 
And after the ſame manner Perſons were 
diſting RY as many have obſerv'd, in 
the Faw! - Diſcipline : For in contra-diſ- 
tinckion from thoſe they call'd Beginners, 
ſuch as had made a good Progreſs in what 
they were inſtructed into, were faid to be 
perfect. And thus indeed the more emi- 
nent and elevated Acts or Degrees of Grace, 
whether of Faith, Patience, &c. are ſaid 
to be the Perfektion of them. And He a- 
lone, according to this Notion, is à perfect 
Man in Religion, that hath ſo excellent and 
ſtrong @ Principle of Grace in his Soul, as 
amounts to what we call a confirm'd Habit; 
not only of Wiſdom and Knowledg, but of 
Righteouſach and true Holineſs. Or, to 
make it as plain as I can, he's 4 perfect, or 
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1 "oh 8. 1, dwelling in him; and accordii 


| or . Which is much the fame, ſpiritaal Man, who 


hath the Spirit of God in 4 plentiful. Mea ure 
Srv ws e 
pot after the Hel, bat after the Spirit. The 
Sum is: A perfect Man is a well-grown, 
healthful, ſtrong and confirmd Chriſtian, 
that Can in endure * a gy” ſhock of Tempta- yo 
tion, 


D. 


Wiſdom's Ways are Mays of Pleaſantueſi to His Prov. 3. 
Works towards Men; fo he's very ſober and 

' temperate, in reſp ect of himſelf. And 

ſo he e . the Exorbitancy of his 
Deſires, guards his Senſes, the Avenues. of 
therwiſe he revolt from his Odedience alld 


prevailing in him, his Reaſon and Judgment 
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5 tion, and is not toſsꝰd to and fro, an carry Eph. g. 14. 


about with every Mind of Dultrine'* who. as 


he's eminent for ae. Goa and. eſcbemin Job 1. 1. 


Evil, ſo, by con equence, for walking wit, Gen. 6. 9. 


God in his Generation, His Obedience to the 


Divine Will is as chearful as uniform; for all 
Soul. And as in a diſtinguiſhing manner he 0 
is devout towards God, and full of good 
therefore as he rules 155 Spirit and Paſfions, 
the Heart, and, in ſpite of the Fleſh's Im- 
portunity, keeps under his Body; left o- 
Subjeckion to God, and the animal Life 


and good Actions cramp'd and hinder* 
- himſelf unavoidably hurry'd into all Exc 


be. born down and baffled, his Devotio ol 


ſes ; yea, L may add, left not denying his 
carnal Affect ions and inordinate Apperites, 


and being over-pleagd W ith the e! 5 
ments of Senſe, and too free wick thin 


that are taſcious, he get ſuch a Surfeit as = 
endanger, nay coſt him, his Life. 
And who, I wonder, can obtain of him 


| fel, not to allow that à Perſon of this 9 5 
raQer (as St, James ſays of him, that offen- Cl Ch. 3.2 
a in * is 4 perfect Man? 4.e. 14 
8 


great 
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great Chriſtian: And being ſo, tho not with- 
but Spot and Blemiſh, he's ſtil'd perfect, as 
a Garment is ſaid to be white, tho here and 
there it may be. ſtain'd, and have ſome 
Specks of Dirt upon it; or as the Moon, to 
which the Church is ſometimes. compar'd, 


is, notwithſtanding her dark Spots and re- 


peated Eclipſes, eſteem'd a fair and glorious 
Creature, and is emphatically call'd (while 
The but reflects the Sun-Beams) 4 great 
. A OE ee e TON 
In the laſt place Tm to conſider the per- 

fect Man, as he is ſo call'd, in compariſon 
of others. ?Tis true, if we compare him 
with the Holy One of Iſrael, or with that 
Holy Thing born of the Virgin, nay with the 


holy Angels and the Spirits of juſt Men de- 


parted this Life; or with our firſt Parents 
in their Primitive, and the reſt of the Saints 
in their ultimate Eſtate, tis very certain 
he muſt come under another Denomination : 
for, in compariſon.of theſe, the beſt of Men 
upon Earth are but imperfect. But if we 
run the Compariſon between him and thoſe 
Chriſtians that are ſhort of his Attainments, 
being weak in the Faith, and not well eſta- 
bliſh'd in Grace, and therefore plac'd in a 
Claſs that is much below him; ſo Perfection, 
as you have heard, may very well be attri- 
buted to him. And eſpecially if we yet 
extend and carry the Compariſpn farther, 
cauſing it to lie bet wixt a real Saint, a 


6 
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painted Hy pocrite; or between Aa 
juſt and righteous Man, and ſuch as are 
groſs and notorious Sinners. And ' tis for ; 
good purpoſe therefore that Job ſets the Per- Ch.g. 22. 

a and the Wicked one againſt the other; 7 
for he that is habitually holy, may, not- 
KK withſtanding his ſinful Frailties, be ſaid to 
be perfect, when compar'd with the Un- 
ö godly, that are not ſo. ; -  Pfal.1, 4. 


N 


And thus, in a comparative Senſe (with- 
out having recourſe to a Prophetick Stile, 
or what may he ſaid of a full Pardon and 


3 Abſolution; nay as oppoſite to that Hypo- 
| |F theſis which ſome proceed upon, who, in 


I great Confuſion, firſt dream, and then af- 
Fm, God ſees no Sin in his People) the Spouſe 
V Chrift, even upon Earth, is all fair, and Cant ag. 
JJV "I 
The Moon and Stars, we.ſee, that have 
not that Luſtre and Perfection of Light 
; which the Sun hath, do frequently never- 
: | theleG6 make their bright Appearance in 
W Nights, that are otherwiſe dark, and in 
: compariſon of them, are very luminous and 
„ I chining; yea to our Sight are much the 
brighter, for the Darkneſs that follows the 
Sun's Abſence. And no wonder indeed that 
God ſhould own Nozh as a juſt and perfe& + _ 
Man, notwithſtanding all his Miſcarriages, * 
conſidering what a degenerate Age of the 
World 't was he liv'd in. And for the like 
reaſon ſuch another illuſtrious Character 
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Was not unmeet for Job, ſince he wa m. 


gular in his Deportment, and did ſo diſtin- 
Suiſh himſelf, in his Morals, from the Peo- 
ple he dwelt and conversd with, that were, 


as is generally thought, exceedingly vici- | | 


ous and deprav'd. And what tho theſe, 
as the Apoſtle ſeems to intimate, (Gal. 4. 1, 
&c.) were imperfect, in the knowledg of 
Goſpel Myſteries, in compariſon -of thoſe in 
New - Teſtament days; yet *tis enough to our 


purpoſe, that in other reſpects, as hath been 


ſThewn, they were term'd and judg'd perfect. 
And conſidering where my Text 1s, tis none 
of my buſineſs, that I can perceive, to car- 
ry the Compariſon farther, than J have al- 
ane 5 - 

But *tis more than time, I fee, that I con- 
fider the other Epithet of the perfect Man. 
And I am very ſenſible that J have been lon- 
ger on this than the ſhort Limits of my pre- 


ſent Time will well allow. But as I took 


this Liberty, becauſe I thought this part of 
the Text was molt liable to be miſtaken, ſo 
PH endeavour to atone for it, as well as I 
can, by being much ſhorter on the Heads 
that remain Ne | | PIE; Hh 
- ly, As to the Uprightpeſs of the perfect 
Mes. It conſiſts in a as fo 2 


wards God and Man, as he ſcems, and ma- 


ny pretending to Religion wou'd be thought 


„ 7 


tobe: Orrather, he's an 4554.75 Man, rhat 


oes, with re- 


is ſincere in what he ſays or 
7 4 is | | | ſpect 
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ſpect to either; or whoſe aims and ends 
are prevailingly free from all ſelſiſn ank 
ſiniſter Regards, in the whole of his de- 
meanour towards them. So that Upright- 
neſs is the ſame with Integrity, Simplie: 


2 4 . 
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city, Or Pla in- heartedneſs. And an u 10 hr 


Man, is the ſame as a ſincere honeſt Man. 


And indeed, as ſome aptly enough obſerve, 
Uprightneſs is not ſo much to be conſider'd, 


under the Notion of a particular, as of a 


general Grace. It being a Virtue that is 
very extenſive, both in its Nature and In- 


| fluence; running, like the Veins in the na- 


tural Body, through all the parts of the new 
Creature, to the Beauty and Ornament, 
Uſe and Benefit thereof. And by it tis, if 
ever, we become good to purpoſe and in 
And to make it more plain (ſeeing: Con- 
traries are of uſe to illuſtrate ' one another) 
let's conſider what this Uprightreſs is oppoſed 


unto. + And+ that, as we often find in facred 


Writ, is Hypocriſy, Diſſimulation, or Guile. 
The Hypocrite acts the part of another, and 


therefore appears in a diſguiſe; and pretends 


tobe that in Religion, Which in Truth he is 


not; making 4 fair ſhem in the Fleſh, while Gal. 6.12. 


he's unſound at Heart. The contrary to 
which, is the «pright Man, who hath neither 
Vizard or Paint; and ſeeks not, as dotli tre 
other, to countetteit Grace, and hide his 
ö Uprightneſs 


. 


22. 


28 41 Funeral Sermon on 
Puprightneſs therefore is ſometimes ex- 
preſs'd not only by Sincerity, which is op- 
pos d to Mixture and Leaven; but by Fruth, 
P which is the oppoſite of Falſhood ; yea, by. 
Pſal.51.6. Truth in the inward Parts, which is quite 
Jam. 1. 8. contrary to St. James's double-minded Man. 


more than ſingle inſtance of Guile and Deceit, 
in one that is upright; but it can't habitu- 
ally be there, in any predominant degree. 
And ſeeing the Tree is known by its Fruit, 
and the Cauſe often ſeen in its Effect; 
Pll laſtly conſider how this Uprightneſs diſ- 
covers it ſelf: Namely, by a Man's endea- 
vouring, in all he doth, to approve himſelf 
to God, by his being willing to be ſearch'd 
and try'd by God, and his Averſion to eve- 
ry thing he knows is contrary to the Nature 
and Will of God. Lea, *tis a ſign a Man is 
w upright, when after the Example of David, 
Pal. 18. be keeps himſelf from his Iniquity; and with 
6 all intenſeneſs of Mind, longs after a Per- 
fettion of Purity: and let me add, tis often a 
ſign of Sincerity to be afraid of the contrary. 
In a word, Uprightneſs is to be ſeen and read, 
in the extent, ground, and end of our Obe- 
| Pat. 119. dience. For if we have reſpect to all God's 
„% Commandments, being mov'd thereunto by 
his Authority, and aiming at nothing leſs 
than his Glory; we may be ſure we ſhan't 
be liable to the charge and ſhame of Hypo- 
7 e ie. 


Not but that there may be an accidental and 


Application of Mind. Aer 


Miſdom, and 
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And among the number of tlie upright, 1 


we camt but reckon the holy Penman of our 
Text; ſince his Heart, on that account, is 


more "than once, ſaid to be perfect; and-we 4 
read that he did (ve in TY matter. of Uriah) 9 
that which was right in the Eyes of the en A 


lud was a Man ww God's own Heart. 8 


1 come now to the 2 3 FE os 


which is to ſhew, how and in what reſp ect, 


we are to mark and behold this . % 
upright Man. Now to. mark and bed him, 

is to eee and conſider him; or to have an 
obſerving Eye upon him; viewing him, not 
with Careleſneſs, but due Attention, and 


And truly, this ſo excellent a Man, hooks: - | 


living and dying, is well worthy of our Re- 


gard and Conſideration. As to what con- 
cerns the firſt of theſe; If we behold him in 
his Converſation with others, we ſhall find 


not only that he ſpeaks the words of Truth — 26. 
and Soberneſs, but that his Speech is ſeaſon? 


Col. 4. 6. 
with Salt, and therefore good to the uſe of Eph. 1.29. 


edifying. Vea, his Mouth is 4 Mell of Life; Prov. 10: | 
and his Lips ff eea many. Or as in the 20th.” we” 


verſe of he 7th Pſalm, his Mouth ſpeaketh 
be 5 talleth of Judgment. 


an O in how ſenſible and feeling a man- 

= ner, as well as without oſtentation, diſguiſe, 

.reſerve, or impertinence, doth. he diſcourſe 

of e matters? * from che n, = 
; - 0 


— — «— uᷣ—ᷓ—ñ— ——— — — — 
* Sr ” 


go © A Funeral Sermon on © _ 
pl the Heart impreſs'd with divine Things, 
in What meving ſtrains, and with what an 
Air of ſeriouſneſs, far from the extremes of 
affectation and careleſneſs, doth he on every 
oOccaſion ſpeak of them? And for his Actions, 
in the general Courſe of his Life, they are 
agreeable to their Rule, not only as to the 
Matter, but the moſt conſiderable Circum- 
ſtances of them; being levelꝰd at a good End, 
and flowing from a good Principle, even 
Tim. 1. 4 pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, a Faith un- 
W |” feigu d, and fervent" Charity, And indeed, 
L | the whole of his Behaviour, or way of Li- 
ving, is, if we'll but look into it, very in- 
ſtructive and teaching. For, in an uniform 
1 manner, having great regard to the Dutys 
Pal. 119. of both Tables, he walleth in the Lam of the 
Tord; and dvth, or is careful to do, u Ini- 
| . quth. And ſo in the ſame. fenſe, as St. John 
ohn 5. fays of him that's born of God, he ſinneth not. 
. Progreſſively he goes on in the ſeveral Duties 
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is it but we {hou'd mark. and behold him 


But 


Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. _ 


3 as bright an Object as he is, and har 

n ll — ſoever he may ſhine, in his preſent 

If Station or Orb, yet he'll not always be with: © 
y || us, or viſible to us; for he appeareth but for jam. 4. 14-9 
s, Ha little Time, and then declines and goes 

© |M. down; takes leave of our Horizon, or, in 2 
le Scripture-phraſe, vaniſheth ama, and is no 1 
— more ſeen. And therefore wel turn the Ta- 4 
d, KU bles, and behold him in his Death: which, 4 
n as is precious in the fight of the Lord, ſo by 

2— Conſequence, is well deſerving of our Re- 

d, gard. And this is what our Text ſeems . 

i- plainly to point at, and direct us unto.” i: 

n- And 'tis, indeed, for good Reaſon, chat | 

m the Eyes of our Minds ſhow'd be carried thus 

ys far. For by preſent, and but falſe appear- 

he * F ances, we are often deceiv*d; but the End 

7 or Condluſion, being well obſery d, Will 

hy | re&ify our Errors and Miſtakes about em. 

1 It being by the End, and not the Entrance $ 

les and preſent Shew, that we are Won tao 
d- make a true judgment and right eſtimate of 

n Things. — therefore, ſays the Son 

8 of Hach, the End, "nd thou wilt never do . Ecdluſ 7. 

is | _ | orga bar. _—_ but I may wi 

"wo |- ſay, remember the end of the perfet# and 

8 5 2 Man; and thou Aue ae think, 4 

bi- judg amiß, atleaft concerning him, and the 

fe- Troubles chat here befal —— Now there: 

* are ſeveral things relating to his End, Exit, 


1 * or Death, that beſpeak dur Natice and Ob- 


DM ſervation. And, accordingly; I might. _ 
ut | Y 


4 Funeral Sermon of 
ly repreſent unto you, but that I muſt keep 
to Time, how fit and prepar'd, he, for the 
moſt part, is, for Death, in an actual, as 
well as conſtantly, in an habitual manner. 
As alſo. how well reconciPd, notwith- - 
ſtanding all the Reluctancies of Nature, he 
is in his mind unto it. And laſtly, how 
happy and bleſſed he is, inſtantly upon it: 
Death being, tho a dark as well as ſtrait 
Paſſage, the Saints inlet to everlaſting Joy - 
and Peace. But for the Reaſon juſt before 
ſuggeſted, I ſhall leave you to expatiate on 
theſe things, at any convenient time, in your 
_ own Thoughts. "i By: obs) 
And were the Queſtion, &er we go far- 
ther, not only how, but for what ' purpoſe 
e ſhowd mark and behold the Man, of that 
Character we have been ſpeaking of; The 
Anſwer is, We muſt not do it as thoſe that 
have a pique againſt him, and wait for his 
halting ;- or that we might have an oppor- 
tunity to blaſt his Reputation, blacken and 
traduce him. Nor ſhou'd we do it with a 
deſign to load him with Invectives; making 
im the mark of our invenom'd Arrows; or 
that any other way, we might wreak on 
him, and gratify our Spite and Malice. But 
on the contrary, we are to mark him with a 
piqus' and honeſt intent; namely, that we 
might not think amiſs either of him, or the 
Providence of God towards him, for that he 
is often in a ſtate of Affliction. =_ + : 
ih #7 | ou'd 


G3 ob Io ba jan ww. os 


ſhou'd behold him, that what js juſtly imi- 


into our Life and Converſation ; that fo; li- 


_ va was: = +: 8 % 6 0 
 . 3dly, To ſhew that the End of that Man; 


that ſo, as J faid, you may ſee, how reaſona- 


are, as you find, cauſally connected; even 


Peace. In which Aſſertion of the Divine P/al- 


- zziſt, we have to obſerve, a Subject, and what 
is ſpoken of him. The Subject, you may ea- 9 


ſily ſee, is of a limited nature [zhat Man] i. e. 


9 
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table in him, might be tranſcrib'd by us, 


ving as he lives, our laſt End may be like his, Numb. I 
and conclude in Peace. And this brings me '* ? 
to the laſt thing I propos'd to ſpeak unto ; 


whoſe Character you've already had, i Peace: 


ble *tis that we mark and behold him. And for 
this Reaſon; I*conceive tis that the words 


to ſhew us that a good Man is fit to have a 
remark made upon him, becauſe of the Good- 

neſs, and happy Circumſtances, of his End; 
or, for as much as the End of that Man is 


the Man beforemention'd, ſo and ſo quali- 

fed. Which ſhews us that he is diſtinguifh'd 4 

from others, as well in reſpec of the end,” 

as the manner of his Life: ſeeing,” as is once 

and again written in the ſacred Pages, There: 

is 0 Peace for the wicked. Tis true, they 

may live for a time in Proſperity, and by 

means of a ſthpid Mind die in quiet; but 

when Conſcience ſhall be rous'd up, and 

thorowly awaken'd, their Sins then will be 

as the Hand. writing upon the Mall; and their Pan. 5:5. 
OK. 1 Minds 


. 35D 


2 
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16.57. 20 Minds, as. the troubled Sea, when it cannot 

| RET 51 50 Aye og gt 
| e int Which is affirm'd of the Subject 

in the Text, is quite contrary hereunto; 
for, the End of that Man is Peace. Tis not, 
I confeſs, ſaid, that he meets with no Trou- 
ble in his way; but only that his End is 
Peace; or, that he hath Peace in his End. 
As much as to. ſay, the Iſſue, Concluſion or 
final Reward of that Man, is Peace: or, 
he is happy at the laſt; the word Peace, as 
the Hebrews ha ve been obſerv d frequently to 

uſe it, comprehending all Happineſs under 


1 
nt q 
111 
5 i : 
tin} if | 
| 
= 


And here, tho we want not for room to 
enlarge, and ſpread our Thoughts, yet being 
under the narrow and pinching Circumſtan- 
ces of Time, Pm oblig'd to contract, even 
beyond what I at firſt thought. And in a 
curſory manner, Pl but juſt hint at a few 
of thoſe” many things, whereby it might be 
ſhewn, concerning the perfect and upright 
Man, that his End is Peace. Purſuant 
. whereunto we'll only: conſider, The Peace 

| he's wont to have in the hour of Death; and 
which he cannot miſs of, or be without, af- 
ter Death. And viewing it, either of theſe 
Ways, it certainly carries in it a great deal 
more, than for a Man's Head, in the com- 
mon Phraſe, to go down to the Grave in 
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che time of Death. And this, tho it's a 


> time wherein ſuch a Bleſſing is extfemely 

; ſeaſonable, and tobedefir'd; yet how many, 

; alas! are then perfect Strangers to it? For, 

3, commonly at that time the Clouds do gather, 

s 4 and Storms ariſe, I mean in Mens minds; 

A and many become, even Terrors to them 4 
C ſelves. But the reverſe of all this doth ordi- 
"I garily hold true, of him I'm ſpeaking of. 
5 While therefore others are at their Wits end, 

0 and full of nothing but horror and dread; ha- 

er ving their Thoughts all in a hurry and per- 

| tA confuſion, thro the miſgivings of their 

to own Minds, the Ctamours and Agonies of 

ag _ rheit Conſcience, and 'a fearful looking for 

n- of Judgment { He, on the contrary, enjoys 

en an inward Calm, a perfe& Peace; and is 

na ſo far from being terrified at Death, that 

W 


he laughs at the ſhaking of its Spear. 
I don't ay *tis always thus and without ex- 
ception : for God at ſuch a time, for wile 


int ends, may withdraw, and hide his Face pal. 30. 
ace | from the beſt of Men; in conſequence of | 


with God, ſo it hath been often ſeen (vis. 


which, they can't but be diſcompos d and 


traubled. But that *tis frequently ſo, is 4 
Wbt falls under almoſt every day's Obſerva. 


tion; and is agreeable both with Scripture 
and Reaſon. . For, as *tis on all hands al- 


 low'd, that he who is perfect and upright, 


is in a ſtate of Peace and Reconciliation 


C 2 in 


" 4 by 
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been. repleniſh'd, even at the very point of 
Death, with that. Joy and Peace, which in 
conjunction with Righteouſneſs, do conſti- 
tute the Ring dom of God. And upon ſome 
Conſiderations, were it not for others, one 
wou'd be ready to wonder. it ſhow'd ever be 
otherwiſe. For the Perſon I've been conſi- 
dering, whether he looks back ward or for- 
ward, having a divine Light vouchſaf'd him, 
may diſcover ſuch things as contribute not 
a little to his Peace and Comfort. 
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it but be comfortable, and very entertaining, 
ing under the ſentence of Death, he ſaid, 


perfect Heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy ſight. And what Peace think you 
did it give the Apoſtle Paul, when knowing 
that the time of his departure was at hand, he 


fied from himſelf, i. e. from his own Boſom, 


in the overflowings of it) that his Soul hath 


The review of a well-ſpent Life, how can 


to every Mind whom it may concern? Thus 
*rwas, we may be ſure, to Hezeliah, when be- 


Remember, now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how 
have walked before thee in Truth, and with a 


rin. 4 cou'd fay, I have fought 4 good Fight,” I have 
[11 finiſÞ'd my Courſe, I have kept the Faith; and 
from thence, was aſcertain'd, there was laid 
w - 5 for him a Crown of Righteouſneſs? Nor is it 
ren for nought we are told, A good Man is ſatiſ- 


and the Pleaſures that derive to him from 
thence; or, as he is abundantly entertained 


and delighted with the peaceable e 


* 


thus, that a Man's Actions ſhall be crown'd 


with the Approbation of his Conſcience, 


O! the Joy and Peace *twill give him! In 
compariſon of which, what is all the Ap- 
plauſe of the World, but juſt nothing? 
And tho, in a ſenſe contrary to what I 
have now ſaid, the perfect Man ſhou'd hap- 
pen ne'er to forget the things Which are be- 


hind, yet I ſee tis more than time that I ſay 


no more of them, and go on with him in 
thoſe delightſom Views he hath of the things 


which are before. For from the ſhore of 


Time, he looks into a bliſsful Eternity, that 
he is juſt about to launch into. And O! 
how ſraviſhing are his Piſgah Sights? From 


nende he; ſees not an earthly, but heavenly 


-lorious and charming than can be utter d. 


— 


And, having that Faith on the Wing, and Heb. in 
vigorouſly acted, which is the Evidence oof *® i 
things not ſeen; how-1s it that it ſhou'd be ? 
otherwiſe, -conſidering the tranſcendent Ex- 


celleacy. of the things, which God hath pre- 1 Cor. 2. 


par d for them that love him ? As Light there- g-- 


tore is ſown. for the Righteous, ſo the Righteous ox N. 
hath hope in his Death, to reap and enjoy it. prov. 14 
And being well appriz d of his own Intereſt 32. 

and Concernment in it, he rejoiceth in Hope | 


ef the Glory of God. By all which is it nor 


evident, that while he looks forward, he hath 
ſo glorious a proſpect before him, as is full» 
SEEM C 5 ; cient S 
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, Prople of God, and of the Bleſſsdne 


. Maꝗn that (being taken away from the Evil to 
1. 57. r, come) ſball enter into Peace: Which, in its 


Re” 
— * 


4 


Phil 4-7- cient to fil him with that Peace of God, which 
| - paſſerh all Onderflanding? — © 


Baut as great as this may be, there's grea- 


ter yet to come, which in the. Pleaſure and 
Sweetneſs of it doth far exceed, not only 


— 0 


What hath e'er fallen under the Reliſh and 


Approbation of our bodily Senſes, but all 


the Ideas of our Minds; and which, be- 
cauſe of prefent Frailties, we are unable now 

to receive, or bear. Howbeit, that *tis not 
too great to be true, nor is in any wile pre- 


cgCaridus and uncertain, but will 3 


commence upon the Death of every perfec 
and upright Man, or, in the Iſſue, be his 
Portion; 1s the laſt thing Pm now calPd to 
prove. And this will ſoon be done, if we 
but look into the Word of God, by whoſe 
Authority we ought to bedetermin'd, where 
Heb. 4-5. We read not only of a Reſt owns to the 
s of the 
3 · Dead which die in the Lord, but of a Right 


> greateſt Latitude, is, tis not improbable, 


J much of the ſame Importance with what 


Mat. 23. our Saviour ſays, enering iuto the Joy ef 


And if this were wanting of 'Certainty 
and Truth, how wou'd: ir ot the very 
Vitals of Religion, wounding her at the 
Heart, and in all the moſt ſenſible Parts? 
And what a train of Abſurdities (which I 
125% | — now 


LI —_—_— — 


V jon} 4/ 
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now 1 over) wou'd naturally proceed and 25 


iſſue from it? And, on ſuch a Suppoſirion, 
how can we account for the preſent Adverſity 
of the Righteous, in contradiſt inction from 
the proſpe rous Circumſtances of the wicked? 


or, for Ti promiſcyous Diſtributions of rhe 


Divine Providence towards 'em both? And, 
let me add, tho Providence don't now make 
a conſtant and open difference, between him 


525  Jerveth God; and him- that ſervah him 
yet this of it ſelf doth furniſh us with 
5 gf Be and ftrong Argument, that When 
God ſhall diſpenſe to Nen their final Re- 
wards, he chan Will davit... For, how elle 
can we reconcile that Ajith the Divine u. 
ſtice, +. e. if this is never to be dong? Nay, 
were it otherwiſe than We have { faid, what 
account can we give of the Saints. raifed 
Hopes, and (what we call) dere Fore- 
taſtes of this Peace? That th ey have the 
Hopes and earneſt Expectatio of it, Was 
- intimated a little before. "And ue WE lay 
theſe their Hopes lia ve no good Foundation, 
or are 1 What do 595 Kore, bu but 
the reality of the g hoped for? And BL 


what purpoſe, ſave tomock and vex em, Were _ 
thoſe Hopes begotten and chert "d. in ed, | 


if they arè never to be tui md into Fruition? 


And as to the Foretaſtes and Prelibations that 
ome have had: of it, they l known 


_ & TC 


to have been ſo impreſſive amd ravi 2700 as 
to Have thrown *em into. ſüch an exta 
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Conſcience, wil 


4 ene = on 
oy, that like St. Paul they cou'd ſcarce tell 


2 Cor. 12: whether they were in the Body, or out of the 


Body; thinking themſelves, however, to have 
been in the Suburbs of Heaven. And this, 
to be ſure, muſt have as great'a Force to 


_ convince em into a belief of what is remain- 
ing for em, and whereof they take this to 
be an Earneſt, as any Argument afforded us 


of an external and different nature”: for 


from that Peace which Chriſt gives em here, 


the Argument ſtrongly concludes, for that 
which We ſay is to be enjoy d with him, and 
in him eternally hereafter; and hath the ad- 
vantage of other Arguments, in uniting it 


ſelf with the Heartz in ſhedding the influence 


of its bright and warm Beams thereupon. 
In a word, it might be ſhewn how the 
N ature of the thing ſpeaks its Truth, and car- 
ries with it its own Evidence. For tho Sin, 
like a broken Bone, will pr us to pain, and 
prevent our Repo and, 25 wounding of 
break our Peace, and give 
ſuch a diſturbance to our Paſſions, as Will 


| Faiſe a Storm and T umult in our Minds; 
vet the natural tendency of ripen'd Virtue, is 


to give the quite contrary. And therefore, 


(| * as we are expreſly told, the work of Righteonſ- 


neſs ſhallbe Peace, and thee ett of Rightebuſneſs, 


Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. To which 
II only add, that as the exerciſing our ſelves 


unto Godlinch, transfuſeth a divine Pleaſure 
and Joy into our Minds, and mingles pure 
l —_— 
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Delights with the ſeveral Duties of our Life; 

ſo at the laſt it gives that Tranquillit and 

Peace, which is the Complement an d 
of human Happinek. 


And now what remains, but that I make 
ſomeRefle&ionson what hath been ſaid? And, 
I. It ſerves for Conviction to thoſe; who 


Mlight and deſpiſe both the Perſons. and 


diſtinguiſhing Excellencies of thoſe that 1 
are perfect and upright : The Righteous is Prov. 12. 
more excellent than his Neighbour, and. thoſe I mw 
have now mention'd. are ſuch of whom the Heb. 11. 
World is not worthy. And yet how are they 
vilify'd by means of Mens Madneſs, and 
the Poder of Prejudice, as if they were the 1 Cor. 4. 
Refuſe and Off-ſcouring of all things? They 
are, it' s very plain, rhe Favourites of Hea- 
ven; and God ſpeaks of them as if they Val. g. . 
were his Jewels. But, alas! how are they 
trampled under foos by an ant and 
brutal Worldd?dꝰ¶¶ 

And tho tis very diſmal, and his h time 


2:7 i 


4 


| for us to be alarm'd when the Golly Man pra. | 


ceaſeth, yet how many are there that fay, 
Aba, 2 would we have it? 


And no wonder that theſe Men , tho the 


excellent of the Earth, are no morè marked 
and valid, when we conſider what Con- 


+ * Bb 


tempt is wont*to be pour'd out upon their «| 
Moral Excellencies, Perfection and Upright- Pal. 3. 
peſs, Alas! therefore OPT we not uy Bk "0 
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0 Eph.s. 24. Of Chri n K love him in. 
wy Can heavy Wo is denounc'd by him _ againft | 
. 23, thoſe that are like nnto-whited Sepulchres,: and 


| If. 59, the words of the Prophet, Judgment is turns 
* away backward, and Juſtice ſtandeth afar off ; 
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for Truth is fallen in the Street, and Equity 
cannot enter; yea Truth faileth, aud he that 
departeth from Evil maketh himſelf 4 Prey. 
Accordingly with too many, *tis a Maxim 


That by plain Dealing there's no Living. And 
ſome that wou'd be thought to be good 
Chriſtians, do nevertheleſs bid defiance. to 
the Thoughts of Perfection; for cou'd they 
but ey much Grace. as wou'd but juſt 
carry them to Heaven, they deſire no more: 
which is, methinks, as if they thought our 
_ Aſpirations and Deſires were not to extend 
.., themſelves to our primitive and ultimate 
Perfection and Happineſs; and is however 
an Argument, too plain to be deny'd, that 
as yet they ha ve not ſeen, and conſequently 


WIPE 110.3-arc not enamour'd with the Beauties of Fo- 


lineſs. And let me tell you, where Men 
ſhall thus. ſtint themſelves, as to their Pro- 
greſs in Religion, tis a plain Indication they 
Are but Formaliſts therein, and is a ſhrewd 
Sign of great Inſincerity. 88 
And, Oh! how fad is their Caſe, who. tho 

they may do many a good Office ia the name 

, don't. love him in-Sincerity ? And 


** 


, 28. do outwardly appear righteous unto Men, but 


within are full of hypocriſy and Iniguity. And 


if 


which prevails, as wicked and falſe as it is, 


| diſown, and even ſhut the Door againſt 
us. And, Oh! how difma muſt it needs 


dom of Heaven, and r of his Mer- 
1 prevent) we'our febves 


on per ction and Uprightnefs, and have _ 


" fpecal = 
__ yang to hear from them (his Ears being open Pre 1 15 | 
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| 36. SA MUEL Ware or. 43 
if amidſt our Devotions, tho accompa 
with an outward Reformation, we r ee 


Iniquity in our Hearts, God, we may be ſure, 
will not hear our Prayers. Ye, ſhou'd we live 


and die fooliſh Virgins, Strangers to the 


Truth, Power and Life of Godlinefs, Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding our ſplendid Profeſſion and 
greateſt Performances, will, when we think 
ro go in with him to the Marriage, wholly 


be, and what weepin efaſhing of 
Teeth. will it cauſe, - ſee che Perfect and 
Upright Mag (whom perhaps' we never be- 
held 6 pong En 0 85 publick a- 
knowledg 'd of lt. A ſetting with. the I uke 13. 
Prayer ek and all the Proph ets in ws Kjas- 28. 


ut ont. But, 
4% The End of the Perfect and 


i _ 2 for: Conſolation to th 
W ood Grounds, are fatisfy*d of their 


the like Satisfaction nee their de. 
ceas d Friends. | 
It may comfort: them, 1 favs ore their a 
account : for. as, in their way, God hath a 
to them, as appears by his 


0 their: Cry, and their Prayer his Delight) 3. pry 
and by kis particular Care over them (h 2 2 chron. | 


Earth, 
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Joh. 143 behalf) ſo in the — hell receive them to him- 
felf, with whom they'll eternally enjoy an 
undifturb'd and perfect Peace. Conſequent- 

22. 3 ly: tho, as Job ſays, it bringeth no Gain to 
Y | 3 that they have made their Way perfect, yet 


And will it not add, think you, to their 
Crown and Rejoicing,- when they get to 
cu. 5˙26. Heaven, that they came thither lite as 4 
| | Shock of Corn copneth in, in his Seaſon. 

The AA alſo may comfort us againſt 
che Death of ße 
tho they were our deareſt Relatives; ſee- 
ing, as you have heard, they have made ſo 


[bY Eccleſ. 7.10 fagrant a Truth, That the End of a thing. 
1 is better than the Beginning thereof. Nature, 
I confeſs, can't but have, and can ſcaree tell 
| how to diſſemble her Reſentments. And as 
|: | Amo: 36 *tis a Fault, when he Trumpet ſball ſound, 


hb 8. 7. Rag breous periſb, for none to lay it to Heart. 
lic. 6.9. Yea, it behoves us to hear the Rod, and who 
1.26.11 hath appointed it, and to ſee. Gods Hand 
when lifted. up, that the End of ſuch a Dif- 
penſation towards us may be anſwer' d, and 


% a. 
wy 
— 
LY 


* . 


a he he may ſhew himſelf ſtrong on their 


it doth in an abundant manner unto them. 


4 1 e to R Vv0--=© mas .. ww 


rfect and upright Men, even 


good an end, and in conſequence thereof tis 
for the People not o be afraid; ſo When the 


comported with by us: And therefore in- 
ſtead of a ſtupid Frame, or a Stoical Apathy, 
t concerns us, on the aforemention'd occa- 
þ | * fion, to have our Souls affected with our 
bt | [Late 23. Lok and. to : wn if not for the Deceas'd, 
bm | | yet 


JJ , 0m ai. a. 


Wubile thoſe we mourn for are raviſh'd with- . . 
overwhelming Joys in the Divine Preſence, 


evermore? What! have they born the Bur- 
den and Heat of the Day, ſurmounted great 


bour and Hazard, are call'd to receive 
their Reward, taken into Abraham's Boſom, 


Perils and Hardſhips? Is, I fay, their War- OR 2 1 


yet for our ſelves, And ſhould it ſo happen. 
as it often doth, that nothing will do, but 
they, in one reſpect or another, muſt bete 


Obfect of our Sorrow; yet to moderate and 


* 


as if we wept not, and not ſorrow as others which: Theff. 
have no Hope, we ſhou'd conſider the aſſur'd 4: 13. 
but unſpeakable Bliſs they are now poſſeſs d 
of; Which if once we obtain of our ſelves; 
ſolemnly to do, I would then ask, whether 

it beſeems us to be ſwallow'd up with Sor- 
row, and to drench our ſelves in Tears; 


aſſuage this our Grief, and that we may weep," Cor. 7. 


- 


and do immerge and {ſwim in thoſe Rivers Pal. 16. 
of Pleaſure that. are at God's Right Hand for 


and numberleſs Difficultys, and overcome. 
all the Powers of Darkneſs by the Blood of the Rev. in 
Lamb; and inſtead of being longer expos'd 11. 

to the Snares and Aſſaults of Enemies, or to 

any thing elſe that is accompany*d with La- 


and made to ſit with Chriſt on his Throne 
for ever; and ſhall we be uneaſy, becauſe 
they are not here with us, {till expos'd to 


fare accompliſb'd, and all the Toil and Trou- 
ble of it brought to this happy Period? And 
(what is inſeparable from it) are they now 

J Wo 7 27 oy 
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| Rev. 7. 9. making their ſolemn Triumphs with Palms 


in their Hands, and nem Songs in their Mouths, 
and everlaſting Joy upon their Heads? And 


ſhall we, for their ſakes, abandon our felves 
to Sorrow, or refuſe to be comforted ? Surely, 
dee ſhauld be very apt to believe, that none of 


us could ever ſet face thus to do, were it not 
a thing almoſt of every day's Practice a- 
mong us: For, as is very plain, it don't at 
all agree with what we pretend to believe 
of their happy Circumſtances, nor with the 
Sentiments of the wife Encomiaſt, who 


prais d the Dead that were already dead, more 


than the Living that are yet alive; nor indeed 
with that Love we would be thought once 
to have had, nay fill to have for them. 
Nor would we, I'm ſure, be thought to 
be of fo invidious a Temper, as to find that 


in their Reſt and Peace, which ſhould mi- 
niſter to our Trouble. And yet, alas! what 


doth our intemperate Sorrow argue, but 
that we are ſadly wanting, if not in our 
Faith or Hope of their os, happy, yet in 

? For had we 
that Fellowſhip of Love, which the Spirirs 
of Faſt Men made perfect, in their trium- 
phant State above, have among themſelves; 
or, as we ought to have with them; *rwould 


_ certainly cure our Grief of this kind, and 


happily prevent the Exceſs and Obſtinacy 
thereof. What! are they got (as, Fknow, 


you dare not deny they are) above the ſtormy 


. >.” r LAS 


7 
* 


Regions, and out of the reach of all Danger 
them, to wich them back again, or to grieve 
af Trouble and Miſery daily open? 


makes Men aſham'd; and if their End 
in it ſave what is tragical; and inſtead of 


now it is, tho then we wept for them as Da» 


But the Reverſe of all this bein as we have 
good reaſon, and do proſeſs to 


| Laughter it is wad, when tis carnal, exceſs Ecel. 2.2. | 
five, and without a juſt ground; what name, 
that can equal its Folly, ſhall we have for 
Sorrow of ours? it being as deſtitute. of 


| fall of e Carnaliry and Selfiſhneſs. But, 


our Inſtruction. And there's a twofold Leſ- 


Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. .*, 4p | 


Trouble; and is this the Love we ſhew | 
that they are not here, where freſh Scenes 


15, indeed; their Hopes of Bader 
all defeated, and did 1 likes! the Hope of Job 8.13, } 
the Hhporrite, that is as the Spider's Web, and “ 


(when God taketh away the Soul) had nothing Ch. 27.8. 


. 
1 


finding their expected Peace, they ſhould be 
ſurpriz d with everlaſting Deſtruttion ; there 1 To 
wo be that then to be {aid for our Sorrow, 5 
which now (all Praiſe to our God) there is 
not. Nor would it be ſo unaccquntable as 


vid for Abſalom, and Rachel for her Children. 


their 
Caſe, what Plea can = made for this _ | 
too common and extravagant Grief ? | 
fine, therefore, if with Solomon we ay A 


#7 
* 


this. overgrown, inveterate and ſtubborn 
Reaſon, 


and 1 may add Religion, as tis | 


- Laſtly, in hy 3d Place, what hath been 
ſaid on this Subject, | may be improw'd for 


ſon 


* 
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ſn it may teach us, namely, 1ſt. To be ſin- 
leb. 6. 1. cere and progreſſive in Religion, or, to go on 
anto Perfection; which, in truth, is to be 
begun here, tho the laſt and finiſhing 
Strokes won't be given it till hereafter: 

Or, which comes all to one, it teaches us to 
devote our ſelves to a religious Life, that we 


may every one of us be happy in and upon 


our Death. And (we may be certain) 
there's nothing of greater Concernment to 


us, than to die well; nor is there any thing 


more conducing thereunto than a good Life, 
under the Influence of Faith and Love. 
Chriſt, IT heartily acknowledg, is, in a cau- 
ſal and meritorious way, our Peace; but tis 
Holineſs notwithſtanding that doth qualify 


fore may not unfitly be efteem'd the one 


as Virtue is wont to carry her Reward in 
her Boſom, as a Viaticum, or Refreſhment. 
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coming to her Journy's End, let her miſs it 
if ſhe can. And did we but conſider the 
awful Conſequents of Death, and the Ago- 
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leſs (as too often, God knows, we are) of 
what is ſo neceſſary to our Peace and Hap- 


13 * 


pineſs then (viz. an holy Life, unleſs con- 
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and prepare us for it, without which we nei- 
ther ſhall or can enjoy it. Religion there- 


thing needful, as being the way which Hea- 
ven hath appointed to an happy end. And 


on the way; ſo attaining at Perfection, and 


nies of Mind that ſome have fallen into: in 
that hour, ſurely we could never be ſo care- 


— 1 ; 
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_ reaſon that I know to expe& that ſo uncom- 
Men do wink hard to preclude the Light, 


that Peace whereof we are ſpeaking ; yet in 


Oh! how reaſonable is it that our laſt End, 
or final State ſhould be well provided for 
by us, and eſpecially, ſince, as we 2 to 
believe, tis endleſs in a proper and abfolute . 
Senſe? And tho, with refpe& to the Perfect 


need not be told, tis the End that crowns 
the Day, how ſollicitous and concern'd 


nay infinite moment, become remiſs and 


ven dreadful to think) how juſtly ſhall we 
bring on our ſelves the Imputation of tlie 


Mr. SAMUEL WRAI GEHT. p 
verted as the Thief on the Crofs, of which 
beforehand we have no Aſſurance; nor any 
mon a thing ſhould be our Caſe.) And tho 
and by conſequence have a low Eſteem of 


a little time, and an hour that they think not 
of, Death, that cloſeth the Eyes of the Bo- 


dy, will ſo open the Eyes of their Mind; and 


let in the Light of the other World upon 


them, as that, to, their Torment, they*l be 
made to ſee and underſtand the Greatneſs of 


its Worth, which by an ill-ſpent Life they 
have loſt to. their eternal Prejudice. And, 


and Upright Man, our Text doth ſpeak of 
an End, yet of his Peace, *tis moſt ſure, 
there will be no End. And ſeeing, as you 


ſhould we be all about it:? nes 
And ſhould we in a Matter of ſuch vaſt, 


grow careleſs, only trifle, and do nothing 
to purpoſe (which in its Conſequence is e- 


D Sgrtreateſt 


* 


W Luke 19. 
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7 
Which when we ſhall be forc'd to fee, thro 


pineſs? 
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greateſt Folly and Madneſs that ever was? 


2 Divine Light that will ſtrike on our Minds, 


without abking leave of our Wills, how ſhall 
we ever be able to forgive our ſelves, or to 


bear the Upbraidings of our own Conſci- 


ence, for being thus negligent and regard- 


leſs of our Sovereign Welfare and final Hap- 


Contrariwiſe, as every one, I ſhould think, 


muſt fee (whoſe Earthly Affections, Carna- 
lity and evil Concupiſcence han't blinded 


their Judgment) 'tis a Point of the higheſt 
Wiſdom practically to know the Things that 
belong to our everlaſting Peace, and that before 


they are hid from our Eyes, and out of all poſ- 


ible reach. And 'tis but a poor Objection, 


as much as it prevails, that there are Diffi- 
- culties and Diſcouragements in ſuch a Courſe 


as this, which can't without much Trouble 


and Pains be ſurmounted and broke thro by 
us: For as the like, or greater, are to be 


found in an jrreligious and wicked way of 
Life, which at laſt will plunge Men in all 
the Miferies of the ſecond Death; ſo, how- 


ever we may magnify thoſe in our own 
Thoughts (as the aelites, when requir'd to 
march and fight their way into Canaan, did 


their Enemies) yet, bleſſed be God, his 
Grace aſſiſting, they are not inſuperable to us. 


Na, if in defiance of them, we awaken and 
rouſe up the ſeveral Powers of our Souls, and 


heartily 
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heartily implore the Aid of God's free Spi- 
rit, we ſhall quickly find them all to va- 
niſh and get out of our way. And if, this 


way, we ſhew an Heroick Spirit, and are fo. 


vigorouſly induſtrious while we live, that we 
may but inherit Peace, the Reward of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Diligence, when we die; with 
whit Pléà ſure and Tranſports of Joy muſt 
we needs reflect and look back upon all 
our paſt Troubles, which can never more 
diſturb our Repoſe; and were, in our way 
to Glory, of great uſe, thro the Bleſſing of 
God, to further and advance it? And tho 

now we meet with many Storms, that 
make our Spirits as well as Fleſh to tremble, 
yer *tis but a little time and they*] affect us 


no more; only as they may give us, thro 


the remembrance of them, a more grateful 
Reliſh of everlaſting Reſt. | 1 
And ſo very excellent is this Peace that a 

religious Life will iſſue in, that 'twill infi- 
nitely compenſate all the Troubles that meet 
us in the way to it; nor are they, taking 


them all together, worthy to be compar'd 


with the Glory of it. And therefore, why 
ſhould we think it much that we do, or fut- 
fer to obtain it; when being obtain'd, 't will 
ſo much outweigh and over-ballance all 
weve done or ſuffer'd for it? And that it 
will do this, ſeems very evident in what we 
call the Prelude thereof; I mean that which 


ſometimes falls under the happy Experience 
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a Surpluſage in their inward Enjoyments, 
beyond all their outward Sufferings. And 


of the Saints in this Life; there being often 


therefore tho we ſhould not conſtantly be 


ſecur'd from all Harm and outward Trou- 
ble, while we are Followers of that which is 


good; yet ſince this is the ready way to make 


{ure of ſpiritual Joys, and to keep all quiet 


and at peace within, how reaſonable is it, 
that, in ſpite of all Difficulties, we ſtill pur- 


ſue it, nay tho its Auſterities and appendant 


ing, that however it. may happen to us 
now, in reſpect of Divine Comforts, we 
ſhall certainly have iz the End (if our Fruit 
be ripe anto Holineſs) Everlaſting Life and 
Peace. And therefore hence would 1 preſs 
you, my beloved Brethren, to be ſtedfaſt, 


unmovable, always abounding in the Work o 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye (thus) know that 
your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. Or, 


according to a different Verſion of our Text, 
ſuffer me to ſay, Keep Innocency, and take 
heed to the thing that is right; for that will 


bring a Man Peace at the laſt. 


And now to conclude (which I'm read 
to believe you'll ſay is high time to do) there's 
only one Leſſon more, as before was intima- 
ted, for us yet to learn, and that is, in pur- 
ſuance of what was firſt read, to mark the 


— 


Troubles were much greater and of a longer 
Duration than they are? Eſpecially conſider- 


Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. 
Perfect Man, and behold the Upright. And 
this is what T can't but think will be of ge- i 
neral Uſe unto us, as having an Aptitude 
and Tendency both to fatisfy and imprefs 
our Minds, and to reform and improve our 
Lis. T. a1 
And that we mayn't reſt in Generals, let's 
particularly mark and behold. the Perfect and 
Upright Man, whoſe Death is the only occa- | 
ſion of this Diſcourſe. By which you ſee | 
it is preſum'd, that he was ſuch another Per- | 
ſon as the Text ſpeaks of, and requires us to 
obſerve. And this, I perſuade my felf, none 
that knew him will take offence at, or fo 
much as put me to prove; which yet, I 
humbly conceive, might eaſily be done, | 
{inc2 we have not been ſpeaking of the Per- 1 
tection of an Angel, but of a Man, and that x 4 
as coming between what he was in Inno; ] 
cency, and what he will be in Glory. Be- 
ſides, who that was but converſant with | 
him, and took notice of his Actions, but 
mult believe that herein he did exerciſe him- 1 
ſelf, to have always a Conſcience void of Offence Atts 28M 
towards God and towards Man? And one 4 
would think that none who were about him | 
in his Sickneſs or Health, could need to be | 
calld upon to mark and behold him; ſuch | 
Charms were there in his courteous and | 
Chriſtian-like Behaviour. And ſuch an Im- 
preſſion hath he made on the Minds of ſome *' 1 
thereby, that Pm fatisfy*d they'll find it 
= " 
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no eaſy thing to forget him. And to them, 


by thoſe Impreſſions, it 7 th be truly ſaid, 


leb. 11. 4 that being dead, he Jet ſpeaket 

| And ould: any, nevertheleſs, need to be 
excited to the now mention'd Duty, I 
would only urge the Motive of the Text, 


For the End of that Man (even Him Pe laſt 
mention'd, as I ſhall have occaſion by and 
by to ſhew) is Peace. Nay, who but will 


allow me, ſubſervient to my preſent Pur- 


poſe, to inſiſt on the Authority of the ſame 
words, with which, at this time, you know, 
I began? For in an indefinite way, me- 


thinks, they plainly enough require us to 


mark one Man or another, fo he come with- 


in the Verge of our Knowledg, and is but 
of the Complexion, which the pious Pſal- 
miſt mentions, Perfett and Upri ht. » 
And ſeeing 'tis a marter of Duty, and 
greatly for our Intereſt ſo to do, this, by the 
way, ſeems to make an Apology unneceſſa- 
ry as to the Remarks Pm about to make 
upon the Deceasd. And taking it for gran- 
ted that the Prophet's words, we've now 


been upon, are fit to be apply'd to Him, and 
that you are willing to give attendance to 

one of ſuch a Character, in your Medita- 
tions, I ſhall forthwith endeavour, in as 


plain and brief a manner as the Subject will 


allow, to repreſent unto you ſome of thoſe 
many things that were very remarkable in 


him. 


And 


F 
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And thoſe that I ſhall mention, are ſuch "oY 
as do relate either unto his Life and Con- 
verſation, or his Death, and fome particular 
Circumſtances thereunto belonging. For as 
to his Parentage, or any natural Excellen- 
cies of his Perſon, they belong no more to 


my preſent Deſign, than they do to the Be- 
ing of a Perfect and Upright Man. And 
therefore ſhould I go about to blazon or fer 
forth that which only concerns the Honour 
of the Family he belong'd to, or entertaia 
you with an Harangue of the Elegancy, or 
well-proportion'd Parts of his bodily Struc- 
ture, his exteriour Gracefulneſs and ſerene 
Countenance; or but ſtand to tell you that 
he had a large Capacity of Mind, a quick 
Apprehenſion and ſolid Judgment, and was 
not of a ſour but pleaſant Temper, I ſhould 
then digreſs from what T had in view, and 
did deſign to inſiſt upon, even tho at tñge 
ſame time I kept never ſo cloſe to Truth. | 
Wherefore, to diſcharge” and go thro my | 
Province, Ill begin with what we are to | 
obſerve and conſider, in reference to his ex- 
emplary Life and Converſation. And the 
Truth is, the whole Courſe thereof, as far 
as I can learn, was inſtruct ive and edifying. 
And ho that obſerv'd it, but either Was, or 
might have been the better for it? For as 
his words were not frothy, froward or haſ- 
ty, but, as I have often found them, ſavou- 
ry and fit to miniſter Grace unto the Hrarer g; 
5 Ms "4. 
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ſo his Behaviour was obliging, mild and 
courteous; and in nothing tinctur'ds either 
with what was vain, or irreligious; as They 
can't but know, and will, I doubt not, ac- 
knowledg, that had the Happineſs of an 
Acquaintance with him. 0 po 


cular, let us mark and behold, Firſt, his De- 
votedneſs to God, which is, in reſpe& of 
Man, as the Source, or, as it carries Love 
in it, Soul of 8 And this, as to 


him, expreſs'd it ſelf many Years paſt, in 


his throwing off an inriching Trade; that 
being no longer expos'd to its Hurries, en- 
cumberꝰd with its Cares, or delighted in its 


Profits, he might have the more time to 


ſpend in the Service and to the Praiſe of his 
Mind attend the ſeveral Offices of Religion, 
him, to make his Buſineſs ; that ſo he might 
which now we have no reaſon to doubt he's 
arrivd at. He ſtrictly obſerv'd, as Pm cre- 
diſcharge the private and more publick Du- 
every day, found in the Practice of true 
is of the greateſt Concernment, and brings 


in the beſt of Gain) a Trade with Heaven. 
7 4 þ Next 


And that we may be a little more parti- 


Maker, and with the greater Application of 
which he had reſolv'd, as God ſhould help 
gain his main Point, and reach that Port, 
Aiblyantorm'd, the Lord's Day, and made it 
his Care, in Conſcience towards God, to 

ties thereof: And being not only then, but 
Piet y. tis plain his Mind was ſet upon (what 
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Next we may take notice of the good Go- 
vernment he had over himſelf; I mean, in 


reſpect of his Paſſions, Appetites and bodil 
Senſes: Which being let looſe or 8 
will neceſſarily, like an unbridled Tongue, 
expoſe us to a World of Evils and Inconve- 
niences, and render (tho not Religion it ſelf, 


yet) all our Pretences to it, vain. And, Oh! 


into what Exceſſes and great Extremes are 
Men carry'd, where this Government is 
wanting? But that he was well -acquainted 
with it, was, as I have often thought, very 
evident, in his Sobriety, Moderation, Self- 
J 8 Fn 
Laſtly, Let's mark his Tenderneſs, Com- 
miſeration, -or Charity towards others ; 
Which, according to St. James, is a good E- 
vidence or Sign of pure Religion. In the 
Neighbourhood where he liv'd, Who was 
a fflicted, and he unconcern'd ? Or Who ad- 
dreſs'd him, in any matter that was reaſona- 
ble, whom he wou'd not hear, or that had 
his requeſt not granted? Vea, as things have 
been repreſented to me, and very truly, I 


ſo much as ſeeking an excuſe, or being guil- 


ty of a delay, to adviſe and aſſiſt the Orphan 


and the Widow, and any others elſe that 
were in Straits, and upon any Emergency 
wanted other Friends. And as his Charir 
Was ſeen in relieving the Poor and the Need 
(he being not one of them, that being of A- 
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| 2 not, he was always ready, without 
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| bility give nothing but good words) ſo it 


the Miniſtry. And for the many good Offi- 
ces he did towards his Neighbours in general, 
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was 1n contributing after a free and bounriful 
manner, to the Education of ſuch as twas 
hop'd, might be of publick uſe, and fit for 


| and thoſe, in ſpecial, of he Houſbold of Faith, 


by which, among other ways, he approv'd 


himſelf, indeed, to be, not of a narrow, 
but generous and publick Spirit, they are 


more fit for another Hand (more perfectly 


acquainted with em) than for me to relate. 


In a word, therefore, let all that knew him 


| 1 Theſſ. 


1 2. 


ſet before em, the Evenneſs and Purity of 


his Life, together with his Temperance and 


Godlineſs, remembring without ceaſing his work. 


of Faith, labous of Love, and patience of Hope, 


in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And now give me leave to view the laſt 
Scene of his Life, that is to ſay, the re- 
markable Circumſtances of his ſick Bed 
and Death; and Pll detain you no longer. 


And, as an entrance thereupon, be pleas'd 


to obſerve, twas not the violence of his 


Diſtemper, or Languor on his Spirits, that 


could change his charitable Thoughts, or 
keep him from deviſing liberal Things: 
Witneſs his laſt Will and Teſtament, made 
in his Sickneſs. And O! the gracious words 


that, then, proceeded from his Mouth! 
ſhewing very plainly the deep Senſe he had 


of Religion upon his Soul, and that *rwas 


not in vain, but to excellent Purpoſe he had 
8 | TR WF 
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made it his Buſineſs. And how will They 


on his Death-Bed, he particularly addreſs'd 
his Counſel and Advice, to further them in 
the good Conduct of their Lives? Showd 
they not mark and obſerve, as I truſt the 


will, his dying Words? And indeed, I 
ſhould think my ſelf inexcuſable, did 1 not 


mark, on this occaſion, thoſe Graces that 


then appear'd ſo evidently in him. As for 
_ Inſtance, how firm did his Truſt and Hope 


in God ſeem to be! And how ſignal was 
his Patience, apparent to all that were a- 
bout him, amidſt his greateſt Pains and 
Preſſures ! And whence could ſuch Patience 
oceed, bur from its immediate Cauſe, a 
Reſignation and Submiſſion of Mind to the 


Will of God? Which that he did not want, 


all his Words, and the whole of his Beha- 
viour, when reflected on, will abundantly 
prove. Well! 1 


And muſt we now pals over, without re- phil. 4. 7, 


garding, the Peace of God, which did rule 


and reign within him? Surely by no means, 


that being one gs A we have to prove that 
his End is Peace. He had, it's very plain, 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience in 
himſelf, which, during the whole of his 


Sicknefs, and when he could not reliſh Meats - 

or Drinks, was a continual Feaſt unto him. 
And therefore, reflecting on his paſt Life, 2 Cor. :. 

bis Rejoicing, as he intimared, was, that hy- '* | 
man Frailties excepted in Simplicity and God. 
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things were thus quiet and ſerene within, 
no wonder that nothing, as you'll preſent- 
ly hear, could ſurprize or diſcompoſe him 


from without. Wherefore, in ſhort, let me 


beg you to conſider, how happily he was de- 
liver'd from vhe Fear of Death, crucifyd to 


the World, and its moſt charming Objects, 


and in an high degree aſſur'd of his Title, 
thro Jeſus Chriſt, unto Eterna Wife. | 
Death, with its grim Viſage, and all its 


Terrors, was not able to afright or ruffle 
his Thoughts, or to diſturb that Repoſe and 


Tranquillity aforemention'd, which he had 


in his own Mind. While therefore he wall d 


thro the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, he car- 


ry'd it as if he fear d no Exil: For tho he 


conceiv'd of Death as an Enemy, yet he 


look'd on it, as he ſaid, under the notion of 


a conquer'd one; and had made it for a con- 


 Kderable rime paſt, as he allo faid, familiar 
to him, by often realizing and preſenting it 
to his Thoughts. And tho the threatning 


Symptoms of Death upon him were unwa- 


rily ſpoken of in his Hearing, yet it made | 


no A teration that any could diſcern upon 
P j . x L VE, ö * 


. by Sinterity he had had his Converſation in the 
World. And indeed his timely Retreat from 
the World afforded him, as he ſaid, no little 
Peace and Comfort, when he was ſhaking 
hands therewith, and juſt about to bid it a 
final Farewel. And while he enjoy'd ſuch a 
Tranquillity in his own Breaſt, and all 
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him: Which was but agreeable indeed to 
What he had before ſpoken, viz. That if 
| ſuch Symptoms ſhould appear, he ſhould not 
be ſurpriz'd to be told of them. And this, 
| methinks, is the more to be remark'd; for 
that. at the ſame time he cou'd not but 
know, that the Diſſolution of one Union 
would anticipate. another, which he had 
had in view but a little before. Tis true, 
there is reaſon to believe, that the Thoughts 
of ſuch a Diſappointment had a Tendeney 
to make his Cup the more bitter: And that 
he had a regard thereunto, I take it for 
granted, when in my hearing he recited = 
thoſe- words of the Pſalmiſt, In that very Day PC. 145.4 
his Thoughts periſh. Howbeit, in the ſpeak- 
ing of them, or afterwards, he ſhew'd no 
Diſcompoſure, but, on the contrary, a great 
Preſence of Mind: Which, as I take it, did 
ſhew that his Affections were taken off, and | 
wean'd from things below. And this leads 
me accordingly to conſider his Mortification | 
He had ſeveral] natural Relatives, and alſo * 
an eſpous'd one; all which, it's not to be 
doubted, he dearly lov'd ; and had a very 
fair Eſtate in the World beſides. But not- 
withſtanding all this, and what elſe might 
be mention'd, he diſcover'd no. Unwilling- 
neſs to leave one or t'other behind him, for 
the ſake of better Company and higher En- 
joyments: For, whate'er might be the 
. Charms 
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Charms in any of theſe, they could not re- 


ſiſt thoſe much ſtronger ones that came from 
above, with which his Soul ſeem'd ſo greats 


beſides. And doubtleſs the ſolemnizing of 
his Nuptials here he eſteem'd as nothing 
tho 1 don't at all queſtion but he promis 
himſelf, and that very juſtly, all the Chriſ- 
tian Ad ar; Delight and Satisfaction, 


that with reaſon could be expected from any 
thing of that kind, or might conſiſt with a 


* 


Pilgrimage State; yet tis not, I ſay, to be 


doubted, but he eſteem'd it as nothing, in 


compariſon of what 'was about to be cele- 
brated in another Place and Manner, be- 


iy enamour'd, as if he had been deaf to all 


twixt him and his beſt Belov'd, Chriſt the 


Son of God: For he very well knew that 


nothing which we meet with in the way, 
is to be prefer'd to the End; and that 


a leſſer Good is to be flighted, when it 
ftands in competition with a greater. Con- 
ſequently he could not but determine in his 


own Breaſt, and was therefore heard, as if 


in a Rapture, to ſay, That for him to be with 


Chriſt, in the Boſom of Divine Love, was far 


better. 45 


And that he was well fatisfy'd in himſelf 
about his going to this happy Place and 


State, and conſequently that his Exchange 
by Death would infinitely be for the beſt, 
may very well, methinks, be concluded 


from what I hinted at before, namely, that 


huis 
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his Affections ſeen'd to be wean'd from all 
| ſublunary things. For what, fave ſome- 
| thing of this nature, can we reaſonably ſup- 
| | poſe could have had fo noble an Effect upon 
| Him? And this, as you need not, I preſume, 
| be told, is the laſt thing I have propos'd to 
| remark unto you, or to put you rather upon 
the confideration of. And, Oh! how great 
: was his Privilege and Enjoyment this way 
z For who, that attended him during his laſt 
Sickneſs, was able to diſcern any Doubts or 
| Darkneſs to be in his Soul? His Faith in 
God, thro the Blood and Merits of a dear - 
Jeſus, ſeem'd not at all to be ſtagger'd, or 
his Evidences for Heaven in any wie blur'd. 
And why, as you have heard, was he ſo in- 
different, nay dead to this Life, and the 
+ things thereof, but becauſe he was fill'd with __ 
the Hopes of, and comfortably aſſur'd of his 
Title to a better? Yea, whatleſs than this 
Plerophory, firm Perſuaſion, or full Aſſu- 
france of Faith, did his Words difcover, when 
with ſuch an Air, as carry'd in it no heſita- 
tion of Mind, he ſaid to a particular Friend 
that ſhew'd a Concern for him, He mas go- 
ing to Reſt. And thither, where his Heart 
Was long before, we are bound in Charity to 
hope, and need not ſcruple to ſay, he now is 
gone, even into the bliſsful Regions of Reſt 
and Peace above: Whither, as he had been 
often carry'd on the Wings of Faith and 
Love, Meditation and Prayer; ſo, in ano- 
= . 3 
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ther manner, is he now arriv'd there, thro 
the ſafe Conduct and glorious Miniſtry of 


ſider d, that were his Equals. 1-4 
In fine then let us (as he deſir d of ſome 
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kind and mighty Angels; and hath left be- 
hind him a good Name, many a weeping 
Eye, and but few, perhaps, all things con- 


but a few days before he made his Exit) 
paſs over and diſregard all his human Frail- 


ties and Imperfections, and imitate what- 


ſoever might appear or be found in him to 
be Praiſe-worthy- and Vertuous; That when 


God, in his Providence, ſhall call us hence, 
as he hath, and that ſurprizingly, remov'd 


Him, the ſame Subject, I've now been upon, 


may agree with our State and Circumſtan- 
ces, as I believe, and have told you without 

yn? it doth with his. And conſequent- 
ly, on ſuch an occaſion, relating to either or 
each of us, others may then, with the like 


Juſtice and Reaſon, be calPd upon, as we at 
this time have been, To mark the Perfect Man, 


and behold the Upright (even becauſe, or) for 


the End of that Man is Peace, 
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